; secondly, because you avoid the risk of strangulating the transverse colon (c) by bringing up; over and in front of it, the small intestine (/) with its mesentery (/). There is also in my opinion less chance of kinking of the jejunum by dragging it up into this forced position. Even if you avoid this, in the anterior operation tympanites is often very trying, and is usually due to the vertical pressure across the front of the colon. Thirdly, the stomach drains so very much better, more especially during the all-important period of the first days following operation, when the patient must of necessity be in bed. 
